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Implementation Guidelines for Improving Thesis Quality

at National Central University
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To enhance the academic ethics of graduate students, improve the quality of their
theses, and conform to norms of academic ethics, National Central University
(hereinafter referred to as "the University") hereby establishes the
Implementation Guidelines for Improving Thesis Quality at National Central
University (hereinafter referred to as "these Guidelines") per the provisions of the
Degree Conferral Act, the Principles for Handling Academic Ethics Cases at
Junior Colleges and Institutions of Higher Education, and the Guidelines for the

Establishment of the Office of Research Integrity at National Central University.
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Graduate students are required to take academic ethics courses to enhance their
research ethics literacy and develop the correct ethical cognition and attitudes
necessary for academic and research work. The courses shall be conducted
according to the provisions of the Regulations for the Implementation of the

Academic Research Ethics Education Course at National Central University.
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In addition to conducting degree examinations per the National Central
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Article 6

University Regulations on the Degree Examinations for Postgraduate Students,
each department should establish quality assurance mechanisms, including the
number of graduate students each faculty member can supervise, standards for
passing the thesis content similarity checking, criteria for postponing the public
disclosure or non-disclosure of theses, principles for selecting and appointing
degree examination committee members under special conditions, and whether
the thesis meets the professional standards of the department. These mechanisms
shall be approved by department and college affairs meetings, reported to the

Office of Academic Affairs for filing, and communicated to faculty and students.

AR TS 2 R LS Hy Wl B EE T EFR
BAFEREFAE Rk AR AR LS h Y F ENGEEEAIT R
(52 LA R B2 R

If theses for doctoral and master's degrees awarded by the University per the
Degree Conferral Act are reported for or accused of violating academic ethics,
they shall be handled per "National Central University’s Principles on Dealing
with Academic Ethics Violations in Postgraduate Theses" (hereinafter referred to

as "the Principles").
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To maintain thesis quality and strengthen thesis advisors' supervisory
responsibilities, any violation of academic ethics in any department's or institute's
theses shall be addressed. The University's Research Integrity Committee shall
review such cases per the Principles. If the violation is severe or may result in
degree revocation, the investigatory panel may conduct an inquiry into the thesis
advisor's responsibility and submit the findings to the Research Integrity

Committee for record-keeping.
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Proposals for establishing new postgraduate programs submitted by departments

and institutes must present a thesis quality assurance mechanism, including
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checks on theses' relevance to the expertise of the respective department or
institute, disciplinary norms for academic ethics, qualifications of degree
examination committee members required by Articles 8 and 10 of the Degree
Conferral Act, and review of postponing the public disclosure or non-disclosure

of theses.
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In cases where a thesis does not match the professional field of its department or
institute, where a falsified thesis comparison report is provided, or where
academic ethics are violated, the involved thesis advisor shall take corresponding
responsibilities, and the associated department or institute shall also review and
improve its quality assurance mechanism and submit improvement proposals to
the Office of Academic Affairs.

Matters such as having theses that involve doubts about academic ethics, having
deficiencies in academic self-regulate mechanisms that lead to thesis quality
issues, or having inadequate information disclosure in a thesis may be taken into
consideration in the allocation of enrollment quotas for postgraduate programs at

the University.

If the involved thesis advisors or associated departments/institutes fail to handle
the matters properly or fail to take any action, they shall receive a notification
from the Office of Academic Affairs for improvement within a specified period.
Failure to show improvement by the end of the specified period may result in the
suspension or reduction of enrollment quotas for the associated
departments/institutes or the prohibition of their use of grants and subsidies

granted by the Ministry of Education to the University.
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Any matters not covered in these Guidelines shall be handled per relevant
regulations of the Ministry of Education and the University.
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These Guidelines shall be implemented upon approval by the Academic Affairs
Meeting. The same procedure applies to their amendments.



